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temples in Giddalur Taluk33. It had villages and lands. The
Sringeri Matha had its branch at Pushpagiri34.

In 1392 A.D. Harihara founded an Agrahara
Hariharapura and presented it to Sringeri Matha35. The
Vijayanagara Kings used to invite Mathapeethadhipathies to
their capital or themselves visited the mathas and presented
villages as gifts. A part of the income from the gifts of lands
and villages were utilised in the administration of Matha and
some income for performance of religious ceremonies36. The
Veerasaiva matha also owned lands. Bhikshavritti Matha was
one category of Veerasaiva Matha in Rayaiaseema37.
Santhayya of that matha came into conflict with Gani
Thimmayya Nayudu who suffered defeat at his hands.

The emergence of Sringeri Matha as a landed
intermediary during the Vijayanagara period Is another
example of how the state promoted Brahmaraizafiort process.
It was Matha that belonged to the Smartha Brahmanas,
established by Shankaracharya in the 8th Centrury A.D. In
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